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conceived great systems both of philosophy and
of religion, but after more than three thousand
years of trial it has failed to produce the one
great dynamic principle of life, which alone can
uplift and satisfy the heart of India in its un-
quenchable thirst for God.1 There is not in
the world to-day a people by nature more
deeply religious, more reverent, more affection-
ate, more noble in their aspirations, but it is
unmistakably evident that India needs some-
thing radical and transforming, and that nothing
less than the great principles which produced
the best in our Western civilization are adequate
to the final satisfaction and uplifting of this
land. One worker among students in India
to-day estimates that more than three-fourths

1 Dr. R. E. Hume speaks of the satisfaction which Hinduism
offers as " a belief in one unitary Supreme Reality, lying behind all
phenomenal existence; a belief in the ideal of union with that
Supreme Reality, as being the supreme goal of all existence; a
belief in the continuance of every soul after death, with a sure retribu-
tion for the deeds done in the flesh; a belief in society with its
complex structure as being a divinely instituted organism. . . .
Hinduism appears woefully defective in providing no satisfaction
for a number of insistent needs of modern progress, e.g. an obligatory
standard of the highest moral character for all persons, the possibility
of a relatively prompt retrieving of past evils, a hopeful sense of
continuous personal responsibility, a stirring incentive to individual
initiative, a stewardship of gracious social service, an opportunity
for present advancement in the social scale, a still unattained ideal
for individuals and society in India, and honourable intercourse
with the rest of the world who have not been born into any Hindu
caste. These are religious needs, none of which are provided for by
any orthodox form of Hinduism" (Will Jesus Christ satisfy the
Religious Needs of the World ? Robert Ernest Hume, Ph.D., p. 21).